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AL-‘ADIYAT 

INTRODUCTION 

Name* 

The  Surah  has  been  so  entitled  after  the  word  al-  'adivat  with 
which  it  opens. 

Period  of  Revelation 

Whether  it  is  a  Makki  or  a  Madani  SGrah  is  disputed.  Hadrat 
‘Abdullah  bin  Mas'ud,  Jabir.  ijasan  Ba$ri.  'Ikrimah  and  'Ala-  say  (hat  it 
is  Makla.  Hadrat  Anas  bin  Malik  and  Qatadah  say  that  it  is  Madani;  and 
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Tim  Meaning  of  (be  Qur’an 

from  Haifrat  Tbn  Abbas  two  views  have  been  reported,  first  that  it  is  a 
Makki  Surah,  and  second  that  it  is  Madanl.  But  the  subject-matter  of  the 
Surah  and  its  style  clearly  indicate  that  it  is  not  only  Makki  but  was  also 
revealed  in  the  earliest  stage  at  Makkah. 

Theme  and  Subject-Matter 

Its  object  is  to  make  the  people  realize  how  evil  man  becomes 
when  he  denies  the  Hereafter,  or  becomes  heedless  of  it,  and  also  to 
wam  them  that  in  the  Hereafter  not  only  their  visible  and  apparent  deeds 
hut  even  the  secrets  hidden  in  their  hearts  too  will  be  subjected  to 
scrutiny. 

For  this  purpose  the  general  chaos  and  confusion  prevailing  in 
Arabia,  with  which  the  .whole  country  was  in  turmoil,  has  been 
presented  as  an  argument.  Bloodshed,  loot  and  plunder  raged  on  every 
side.  Tribes  were  subjecting  tribes  to  raids,  and  no  one  could  have 
peaceful  sleep  at  night  from  fear  that  some  enemy  tribe  might  raid  his 
settlement  early  in  the  morning.  Every  Arab  was  fully  conscious  of  this 
state  of  affairs  and  realized  that  it  was  wrong.  Although  the  plundered 
bemoaned  his  miserable,  helpless  state  and  the  plunderer  rejoiced,  yet 
when  the  plunderer  himself  was  plundered,  he  too  realized  how  abject 
was  the  condition  in  which  the  whole  nation  was  involved.  Referring  to 
this  very  state  of  affairs,  it  has  been  said:  Unaware  of  The  second  life 
after  death  and  his  accountability  before  God  in  it,  man  has  become 
ungrateful  to  his  Lord  and  Sustaincr.  lie  is  using  the  powers  and  abilities 
given  by  God  for  perpetrating  tyranny  and  pillage;  blinded  by  the  love  of 
worldly  wealth  he  tries  to  obtain  it  by  every  means,  however  impure  and 
filthy,  and  his  own  state  itself  testifies  that  by  abusing  the  powers 
bestowed  by  his  Lord  he  is  being  ungrateful  to  Him.  He  would  never 
have  behaved  so,  had  he  known  the  time  when  the  dead  will  be  raised 
from  the  graves,  and  when  the  intentions  and  motives  with  which  he  had 
done  all  sorts  of  deeds  in  the  world,  will  be  exposed  and  brought  out 
before  everyone  to  sec.  At  that  time  the  Lord  and  Sustainer  of  men  shall 
be  well  informed  of  what  one  had  done  and  what  punishment  or  reward 
one  deserved. 
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AL-‘ADIYAT 


V*™**  U  Revealed  at  Makkah 

In  the  name  of  Allah,  the  Compassionate ,  the  Merciful. 

By  the  (horses)  who  run  with  panting  breath;1  then  dash  off  1-11 
sparks  (with  their  hoofs);:  then  charge  suddenly  in  the  morning;3  then 
raise  up  dust  in  doing  so;  then  penetrate  into  a  host  in  a  body!  Verily, 
man  is  ungrateful  to  his  Lord;4  and  he  himself  is  a  witness  to  it;5  and  he 
loves  the  worldly  wealth  with  all  his  heart.6  But,  does  he  nor  know  the 
time  when  all  that  lies  (buried)  in  the  graves  shall  be  brought  out,7  and 
all  dial  lies  (hidden)  in  The  breasts  shall  be  divulged  and  examined?8 

Surely,  their  I,ord  on  that  Day  shall  be  well  informed  of  them.y 

- 1 _ _ _ _ _ 

1 .  There  is  no  indication  in  the  words  of  ihc  verse  to  show  whether  "those 
who  run”  imply  the  horses;  only  the  word  wal- ‘Adiyat (hy  those  who  run)  has 
been  used.  That  is  why  the  commentators  have  disputed  as  to  what  is  implied  by 
“those  who  run".  One  section  of  the  Companions  and  their  immediate  successors 
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The  Mcnnrng  of  the  Qur'a 


.  an 

hM  !*" '  “  "link  tnat  i!  ""P'1^  «*  anther  section  says  that  i,  implies  .he 
camels.  Cut  since  the  peculiar  sound  called  dm  is  produced  only  by  .he  pawing 

,“8  hw*e*>  a'ul  tbllou^S  verses  ako  in  Which  mention  has  been  Lde  of 
striking  sparks  and  raiding  a  seulemem  early  at  dawn  and  raising  clouds  of  dust 
app'y  only  to  the  horses,  most  scholars  are  of  the  opinion  ,ha,  horses  are  Jaw! 
!  Ja„r  says:  Ot  the  <wo  views  this  view  is  preferable  that  by  “those  who  run- 
horses  are  unplied,  lor  the  camel  does  nor  breathe  hard  in  running,  i,  is  me  horse 
wluch  does  so,  and  Allah  has  said:  "By  those  runners  which  pant  and  breathe  hard 
in  nnuiing  Imam  Ram  says:  “The  words  of  these  verses  proclaun  ft,,  horses  are 
meant  for  the  sound  of  dabh  (paining  bteaih)  is  only  produced  by  .he  horses,  aud 
the  act  ot  sinking  sparks  of  fire  with  the  hoofs  ,oo  is  associated  wilh  the  horses 

In  hv  I  rT?*  °f  3  “r'y  M  diWM  “  CaS,tr  b>'  "**■*  <he  horsed 

than  by  other  animals. 

far  in*  2'  JDa5hl'!gu  °ff  5parkS”  l0<liCale'  **  **  ,IOrees  «■  in  (be  dead  of  night, 
the  .parks  struck  by  their  hoofs  become  conspicuous  only  at  night. 

3.  The  practice  among  (lie  Arabs  was  that  wheu  they  had  to  mount  a  raid 
on  a  settlement,  they  marched  out  in  the  .tight  »  as  to  take  the  enemy  by  surpr.se; 
then  they  would  hunch  a  sudden  attack  early  in  the  morning  *»  that  everything 
hwarae  visible  in  the  light  of  day,  aud  at  the  same  time  h  did  not  become  so  bright 

^  offensive  *  D°r,CC  "**  mowuKnl  ,rom  »  «d  be  ready  to  meet 

4  This  is  for  Which  an  o*,h  has  been  sworn  by  Ok  horses,  which  run  with 
pawing  breaih  and  dash  off  sparks  at  „jght.  fin,  raising  dust  rush  to  assauil  a 
settlement  at  dawn  aud  penetrate  ink.  the  enemy  hosl.  It  is  astonishing  to  no.e  .ha, 
a  large  number  of  die  commenla.ors  have  taken  these  horses  lo  unply  ,he  horses  of 
i he  Muslim  fighters  and  ihe  enemy  host  to  imply  the  hos,  of  disbelievers,  whereas 
f*  ™th  has  been  sworn  to  impress  the  point  that  “man  is  highly  ungraleful  ,o  his 

J?-,*™*-  m  **  of  Allah,  the  rushing 

rlh  of  die  fighters  horses  and  (heir  assaulting  a  hos.  of  disbelievers  all  of  a 
sudden,  does  no,  at  all  support  We  point  ,hat  man  is  ungrateful  to  his  Lord,  uor  ihe 
follow, ns  sentences,  viz.  -man  himself  is  a  witness  to  ii.  and  he  loves  the  worldly 

a11  b,s  heart-’  “>  P«op'e  who  go  out  iu  fight  in  the  cause  of 
Allah,  lherefore,  one  will  have  lo  admit  that  die  oaths  sworn  in  the  first  five 

verses  of  this  Surah,  refer,  in  fact,  to  the  general  bloodshed,  loo,  aud  plunder 
prevalent  Arabia  ,1  dial  time.  Iu  die  pre-Mamie  days  of  ignorance  the  nigh,  was 
a  very  dreadful  thing:  in  it  die  people  of  every  tribe  and  settlement  apprehended 
the  danger  of  a  sudden  attack  by  some  unknown  enemy,  and  when  ihe  light  of  day 
appeared  ,hey  would  heave  a  sigh  of  relief  d,at  the  .tight  had  passed  in  peace  The 
tribes  did  not  fight  only  retaliatory  wars  but  different  tribes  also  raided  others  in 


Al-‘Mr*c  4g3 

rr herus  - ,o  ~  -*  ~ 

mosily  by  means  of  the  horses  which  Allah  T™**  pIundw  *«  carried  out 

•employing  for  fighting  sheddinp  hlrvw,  ,  •  ,s  ^  P°Wer*  which  man  h 

God  for  this  puJSIIS  had  n°'  **"  Mm  by 

granted  by  Allah  and  the  power  given  hv  rr  *  ‘T  “’graUnidt  ,ha'  *«  resources 
Md  corruption  u>  spread  ip  the  earth.  which^E  IZr^  *"  ^ 

*here  “  a  —  -  *  - 

openly  for  .hey  do  no.  even  believe  '  dia.  Grit  ?T*‘  U'e,r  i°gra,i'ude 

Edging  bI,lllnil  ,r  ^ 

» ~^2xz2:s2,*zr  *• « —» 

Surah  Baqarab-  180  Unit  h,c  k  mue  ,u  Arab,t  bui  also  for  worldly  wealth.  fn 

oontex,  itself  shows  where  ^  The 

in  that  of  worldly  goods  The  coolest  of  ih‘  *  *  T*  °f  *°°dness  fl,,d  where 

m“,“  Wor,dly  and  no,  virtue  and  )<ZZTt  or  £T?  H*  ^ 

.  "fateful  to  his  Lord  and  who  by  his  JLTT^  l  ,,an  w,m  is 

zr  * — *  -  ^vxssz  z 

».  jiSL rc.r,r,s  ss:  r  j,r -  - - — 

— . '»«“  iusrr  r» sfs  :a“  -  *»»»-  - «. 

will  no,  be  p^d  on*  ZJTj^n  Z T  ^  ^ 

did  but  the  secrets  Le^Th^^K^;  “  1 

the  intentions  and  motives  under  whirh  brought  out  to  see  wlia,  were 

considers  this  he  cannoi  hc,„  ,**. What  “e  did  "  only 

done  anywhere  except  in  die  Court  of  God  See  T\  colnPlc'e  justice  cannot  be 

principle  tha,  a  person  should  uot  be  pmusSt^ 'd!e 7^'ofT  ^ 

act  but  his  motive  for  so  acting  also  should  be  seen  and  apPareW 

the  world  has  the  means  by  whl  lt  “^xamu.ed.  Be,  no  cour,  of 

intention.  This  can  be  done  only bv<iT uT^Z^" T  ^ 
motives  behind  every  apparent  ac,  o'f.tun  as  ^ Z  1' dTcT' 

™;.i  sr  irri 

which  Allah  already  has  about  me 
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Resurrection  Day  these  secrets  will  be  exposed  and  brought  out  openly  before  the 
people  and  after  a  thorough  scrutiny  m  the  Court  it  will  be  shown  what  was  the 
good  in  it  and  what  was  the  evil.  That  is  why  the  words  hussiia  ma  tis-sudur  have 
been  used.  Taifsil  means  to  bring  out  something  in  the  open,  aad  to  sort  out 
different  things  from  one  another.  Thus,  the  use  of  005// concerning  hidden  secrets 
of  the  hearts  coutains  both  the  meanings:  to  expose  them  and  to  son  our  die  good 
from  the  evil.  This  saute  theme  has  been  expressed  in  Surah  At-Tariq,  thus:  “The 
Day  the  hidden  secrets  are  held  to  scrutiny.  **  (v.  9) 

9.  That  is,  He  will  be  knowing  full  well  who  is  who.  and  what 
punishenient  or  reward  he  deserves. 


